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justice system, and also dedicated his 
life to his family. 

Judge Wellford started serving his 
community in our great country at a 
young age. Like so many of his genera-
tion, the Greatest Generation, Harry 
served our Nation fighting in the Pa-
cific theater during World War II. After 
serving our Nation overseas, Harry 
Wellford returned to his home State of 
Tennessee to obtain his law degree 
from Vanderbilt University. 

In the 1960s, a turbulent time for our 
Nation and for Memphis, Harry 
Wellford was an active member of the 
biracial Memphis Relations Com-
mittee, serving for the betterment of 
the Memphis community. 

It was during this time that Harry 
Wellford became politically active, 
leading the west Tennessee efforts for 
Howard Baker’s campaign for the 
United States Senate; and then, in 1970, 
managing the Statewide campaign for 
his good friend, Winfield Dunn, to be-
come Governor of Tennessee. 

Harry had a good and successful law 
practice and was well-regarded in the 
legal community. It was for these rea-
sons that Harry was nominated for a 
Federal judgeship in 1970 by then-Presi-
dent Richard Nixon. Judge Wellford 
was unanimously confirmed as district 
court judge. Later, President Ronald 
Reagan nominated Judge Wellford for 
the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals, to 
which he was confirmed. 

Judge Wellford had a long and distin-
guished career on the bench. A good 
friend of Judge Wellford was Judge 
Julia Gibbons, who currently serves on 
the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals and, 
in 1982, replaced Judge Wellford on the 
district court when he was elevated to 
the appellate court. Commenting on 
him yesterday, Judge Gibbons said: 
Harry Wellford was one of the people 
we most admire to become; he was my 
friend; his touch with people emanated 
in everything he did in life. 

Madam Speaker, Harry and his wife, 
Katherine, were members of Idlewild 
Presbyterian Church before she passed 
away. They loved to travel, and he en-
joyed spending his free time playing 
tennis and golf. Despite being a well- 
distinguished judge and a political re-
former for the State of Tennessee, 
what mattered most to Harry was his 
family. 

Judge Wellford’s favorite song was 
‘‘Eternal Father Strong to Save,’’ more 
commonly known as ‘‘The Navy 
Hymn.’’ So appropriate for him and for 
his generation. 

Indeed, Harry Wellford will be sorely 
missed by all who knew him. Today, 
Roberta and I are thinking about Harry 
and his five children: Harry, Jr.; 
Beasley; Buck; Kate; and Allison. 

Harry Wellford, thank you for your 
service to our great Nation. 
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THE EXONERATED FIVE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. ESPAILLAT) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Madam Speaker, 
yesterday, April 19, marked the 32nd 
anniversary of a terrible assault, a sex-
ual assault in Central Park that 
marked the history and marked really 
the story of New York City. 

But it was also one that resulted in 
the wrongful arrest and conviction of 
five young Black and Latino boys for a 
crime that they did not commit. For 
years, they were known as the Central 
Park Five. But after years of injustice 
and now long after being exonerated, 
they are now known as the Exonerated 
Five. 

These young men were minors. They 
were really young boys who were inno-
cent of every single crime they were 
charged of, and still spent from 6 to 13 
years behind bars. They have faced a 
horrendous story. 

They have names. They have faces. 
They have first names and last names, 
and they are: Antron McCray, Kevin 
Richardson, Yusef Salaam, Raymond 
Santana, and Korey Wise. They will be 
here in the Capitol, Madam Speaker, 
tomorrow. 

Each one of these young men were 
deprived of their childhoods, of their 
innocence, and, most important, of 
their future. Racial bias and bigotry 
were at the crux of these young men 
being deprived of their civil liberties. 
It is an old tale. 

These young men aren’t alone in 
their stories. They are the stories of so 
many young Black men, Brown men, 
and Black and Brown young women in 
our country. As we brace for a court 
decision, Madam Speaker, they will be 
visiting the Capitol as free men tomor-
row. 

But this isn’t a story just of misfor-
tune. It is also a story of resilience, the 
resilience of little boys who were 
turned into men far too soon; the resil-
ience of a community that never 
stopped fighting for justice, including 
grassroots organizing and Council 
Member Bill Perkins; and the resil-
ience of those that continue to fight 
today, continue to fight for change, 
and continue to fight for a new just 
criminal justice system. 

This is an opportune debate, Madam 
Speaker, as we brace for a court deci-
sion that we hope will be just and that 
the Nation will be in peace; a criminal 
justice system that, today, often crim-
inalizes far too many Black and Brown 
young people. 

We see stories like theirs replay in 
the evening news each and every day. 
So we must never forget. When we see 
another Black and Brown young man 
being targeted, pulled over, handcuffed, 
shot to death in the street, knees on 
their necks, all while they are inno-
cent, we know that this is not justice. 

That is why we need to continue in 
our fight transforming policing in our 
country. We know that is not justice. 
We cannot allow law enforcement to 
get away with use of excessive force on 
many young people across this country 
and ruining their futures. We know 
that is not justice. 

End the choke hold. End the no- 
knock warrants. Transform our crimi-
nal justice system. End over-policing 
of Black and Brown people. Abolish the 
death penalty. Dismantle the institu-
tions that are rooted in white suprem-
acy. 
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No one should have to lose their life 
or be robbed of their future, Madam 
Speaker, because we didn’t step up and 
fix our broken system. We know that is 
not justice. 

Madam Speaker, 32 years ago, five 
young men from Harlem were robbed of 
their future, but alas they rose above 
and stand tall today as leaders, advo-
cates, and activists fighting tirelessly 
to reimagine how we see justice in our 
country. They have given back to their 
communities and to our country, and 
we thank them for their perseverance, 
for using their voices for change and 
for coming here to this Capitol tomor-
row. 

I hope that we use this anniversary 
on both sides of the aisle as a reminder 
of how much work still needs to be 
done to transform our institutions to 
serve every single one of us. 
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HONORING JOANNE POWELL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. PFLUGER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PFLUGER. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the life and sac-
rifice of Mrs. JoAnne Powell, a pillar of 
the San Angelo community and one of 
the most distinguished public servants 
in the U.S. House of Representatives. 

JoAnne served the constituents of 
the 11th District of Texas for over 35 
years in the San Angelo office. During 
this time, she solved thousands of cases 
with Federal agencies, helped thou-
sands of people, and was the eyes and 
ears of the office on the ground and 
throughout our district. 

Her pride and joy in mentoring hun-
dreds of men and women who would 
later go to service academies truly 
changed our Nation and our military 
service. She trained four Congressmen 
over her tenure: TOM LOEFFLER, LAMAR 
SMITH, MIKE CONAWAY, and now myself. 
It has been a priceless honor to have 
her mentorship and her guidance as I 
begin my journey in Congress. 

On top of her congressional service, 
the influence she and her beloved hus-
band, Colonel Powell, have had on our 
community cannot be overstated. She 
married her childhood sweetheart, 
Charles Powell, in December 1954, just 
months after his graduation from the 
U.S. Naval Academy. Charles would go 
on to become a colonel in the U.S. Air 
Force and the two would take a long 
journey and a successful journey in 
service to this country before settling 
in San Angelo in 1980 when Colonel 
Powell became the wing commander of 
Goodfellow. 

At that time, the base was scheduled 
for closure. Both Colonel Powell and 
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